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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group 1 , drawn to claims 1 -1 8, in the 
reply filed on 05/15/2006 is acknowledged. 

2. Claims 19-28 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 05/15/2006. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The. information disclosure statement(s) (IDS) submitted on 02/23/2004 is/are 
acknowledged. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97 
and 1.98. Accordingly, the examiner is considering the information disclosure 
statement(s). 

Double Patenting 

4. Claims 1 and 10-18 are provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-10 of 
copending Application No. 10/702008. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, 
they are not patentably distinct from each other because the instant case claims are 
merely a broader recitation of the copending claims. 

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the 
conflicting claims have not in fact been patented. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 ILS.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by McGill 
etal (US 2002/0072730 A1). 

7. For claims 1-4, McGill et al discloses a controller for an intravascular device, 
comprising: (a) an inflation adaptor as best seen in Figures 8A-9 including a housing 
118; (b) a clamping device 156b positioned within the housing, the clamping device 
including a jaw, the parallel interior walls of element 156b, with a planar surface and an 
anvil 164 wherein the jaw includes a tapered section having a shoulder to contain an 
extended valve stem 22 and a hollow guidewire 24 when the extended valve stem and 
the hollow guidewire are positioned in a medial v-groove alignment block (paragraphs 
81-90); and (c) a medial v-groove alignment block 182 (paragraphs 81 and 86-90) 
attached to the anvil wherein a portion of the extended valve stem 22 and the hollow 24 
guidewire are received in the medial v-groove alignment block and are engaged by the 
clamping device to allow the extended valve stem 22 and the hollow guidewire 24 to be 
axially translated relative to each other to control a flow of an inflation fluid through the 
hollow guidewire when the clamping device is in a clamped position (paragraphs 76-90). 

8. For claims 5-7, McGill et al discloses a controller for an intravascular device, 
wherein (a) the medial v-groove alignment block is attached to or formed integrally with 
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the housing (paragraphs 76-90) as best seen in Figures 8A-9 and (b) the anvil is 
adapted to receive the medial v-groove alignment block and includes an elongated 
longitudinally oriented channel (paragraphs 76-90) as best seen in Figures 8A-9. 

9. For claims 8-9, McGill et al discloses a controller for an intravascular device, 
wherein the clamping device includes (a) a set of distal pads 160e,160f and a set of 
medial pads 160c,160d to engage the hollow guidewire received in the medial v-groove 
alignment block and (b) a set of sliding pads 160a, 160b to engage the extended valve 
stem and to control the axial translation of the valve stem relative to the hollow 
guidewire (paragraphs 76-90) as best seen in Figures 8A-9. 

1 0. For claims 10-11, McGill et al discloses a controller for an intravascular device, 
comprising: proximal and distal v-groove alignment blocks, located at the proximal-most 
and distal-most ends of element 182, (paragraphs 81 and 86-90) attached proximate to 
the proximal and distal ends of the inflation adaptor respectively, wherein the proximal 
and distal v-groove alignment blocks are axially aligned with the medial v-groove 
alignment block to receive the extended valve stem and the hollow guidewire, 
respectively. 

11. For claims 12 and 17, McGill et al discloses a controller for an intravascular 
device, comprising: a multi-position actuation knob 134 coupled to the clamping device, 
wherein a first position of the actuation knob allows insertion of the extended valve stem 
and the hollow guidewire into the clamping device, and wherein moving the actuation 
knob from the first position to a second position of the actuation knob activates the 
clamping device to engage the extended valve stem and the hollow guidewire, and 



Application/Control Number: 10/784,441 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3736 

wherein moving the actuation knob from the second position to a third position of the 
actuation knob translates the valve stem relative to the hollow guidewire to control the 
flow of the inflation fluid into a inflatable balloon (paragraphs 85-90). 

12. For claims 13 and 18, McGill et al discloses a controller for an intravascular 
device, comprising: an inflation fluid supply port 352 (paragraphs 9 and 154-161), 
wherein the inflation fluid from an inflation fluid supply connected to the inflation fluid 
supply port is injected through a portion of the hollow guidewire when the clamping 
device is in a clamped position and a plug valve within the hollow guidewire is in an 
open position. 

13. For claims 14 and 15, McGill etal discloses a controller for an intravascular 
device, comprising: an inflatable balloon 14 (paragraphs 137-138) attached proximate to 
a distal end of the hollow guidewire; wherein a portion of the extended valve stem and 
the hollow guidewire are received in the medial v-groove alignment block and are 
engaged by the clamping device to allow the valve stem and the hollow guidewire to be 
axially translated relative to each other to control the flow of the inflation fluid into the 
inflatable balloon and wherein the inflatable balloon comprises an occlusion balloon. 

14. For claim 16, McGill et al discloses a controller for an intravascular device, 
comprising: a plug valve 324 having a valve plug attached to a portion of the valve stem 
positioned within a central lumen of the hollow guidewire (paragraphs 154-161), wherein 
the plug valve is positioned in one of an open position or a closed position when the 
valve stem and the hollow guidewire are translated relative to each other to control the 
flow of the inflation fluid into the inflatable balloon (paragraphs 154-161). 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: McGill et al (US 2004/0143283 A1) discloses a controller for an 
intravascular device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey G. Hoekstra whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7232. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Max F. Hindenburg can be reached on (571)272-4726. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. /7f<A^/\L 
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